The Constitution of the United States of America
(as interpreted by President George W. Bush)

We the Peaple of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, ‘Tranquility, provide for
ricle. 1.

e the general Welfare, and sccure the Blessings of Liberty to ourseles and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America

Section 1.
Alllegislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist ofa Senate and House of Representatives.

Clause £ Tho House of Reptesenatives sl b compos ofMembers hosen ey o Year b the People o thesever S, the lectorsn cach St sl B the Quaiftons it o Blctors ofthe st merousBrach ofhe e Legisaure
Cln 2 No Pron sl b  Reprseteswh sl ot hve o 0he Ageof ety e Ve, b v Yo  Cinenof e U o sl ct, ubeneleck

b an oot ot St o which b hall b choses

Chuse d direet Taxes shall be ISt which may beicudedwitin i Usion ccording o murrummw ll b dteined by ading 0 the hole N rsons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of al other Persons. (See Nore 2) The actual Enumeration shall be made within
e e e e o Mting o h Conates o e Unhed Semen \vnhm cvery subsquent Tem of e et o et Th N o Repvcsmtes sl ot ssedene o vy i Thousand, vt e Sl ot o Lo e Represeathe

Rhode I and Providence Paiationsone. Comnctieut fve New-York . New Jrey four. Penmalvinia cight Deiwire ane, aryiand s, Vg

e il such cnumeration sl b made, he Sate of New Hamptire sl e entld 0 chuse thce, Massahusts i
North Caraia Fve, Soth Caralina 6, and Georei three

Clause 4: Whe vacancieshappen i the Represetation om any Sttt Exccutive Authory herof sl s Wit o Election o il such Vcancies
Clse . T oo Repese et sl chuse thirSpeakerand ot OFTicrs: and sl ave he sole Power of Impeschment

i he Senate ofthe Ui St sl two Senators

chosen by the L . (See Note 3) for six Years; and cach Senator shall have ane Vois

Clause 2: Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election,they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Clases. The Seas of the Sesonofie ﬁml\n»» shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration ofthe fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of th sixth Year, 5o that ane third may be chosen every second Year; and if
Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State,the Exceutive thercof may make temporary Appointments untilthe next Mecting of islature, which shall then il such Vacancics. (See Note 4)

Clnuse 3+ No P shal b a Sator o shalno e attaind o the Age f ity Yers, nd been i Years  Cize ofthe Unfed Sutcs, and who shall ot hen clecicd. b  Inabiantofht State fo which e shal b hose

Clause 4 The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

Clause 5: The Senate shall chuse thei other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States.

Clause 6: The Senate shall have the sole Power o try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States s ried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members presen.
Clause 7: Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than (o removal from Offce, and disquaification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject o Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according o Law.
Section. 4.

Clause 1: The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or aler such Regulations, except as o the Places of chusing Senators.
Clase 2: The Congress shall assemble at east once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday in Decerber, (Sec Nore ) unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day

Section. 5.

Clause 1: Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Fits own Members, and y e Qa1 Bt sl Ny o o, ey b oo 1 copethe At of bt e s M s o ich P cxh Hon ayprvide,
Cluse 3 Ech Hous ey determin the Rulsf it Procodings, punish s enbersfordiorderty Bebaviour, and, it the Conutencs of o i, cpel Mo

Clase 3: Each House shall keep a Journal of is Proy and ffom time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require S

vy and e Yo nd Nays of the Mosbers fither House o ny uestion sl t e Desie o one 1 ofthose Prset, beeterd o the Jourl
Chis :Neithe ows, during te Sesvon nuomm Sl withoutthe Consent of the ther,adioum o e han e eye, nor 10 any the Place th that i whic the two House hallhe st
Sec

o' Th Senstorsand Represntatives sall reeive a Compensaon o thei Sarvies,
cither House, they shall not be questioned in

o be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. (5

‘Note 6) They shall in al Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, beprivileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of thir respective Houses, and i

1210 and returning from the same: and for any Specch or Debate in
Clnes 2 Sttor o Rresmto A dring o T o i b s et beappintd o an il OfFice unde the Authoity of he UnitedSsts, sl v b creted,o the Eolrts whercof sl v b crsssd during such s and o e holding any Office unde the Uit Sttes sl be a Merberof it House during is Continsane in O,
Sectio

Chause 1 All Bills for rasing in the House of butthe.
Clause 2: Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, befo

o oo Lo, b s 1 et of s U St I approve e sl sig i, bu it he hall tun, with hisObitions o that House nwhic stal have riginated, who sall e the Objectons at large o tei Journal,ad proced o reconsde . afcr such Reconsideration twothirds of
that House shall agree 10 pass the Bill it shall be sent, together with the Objections, o the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by ye

any Billshall not be returmed by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) afier it shll have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, ur ¢ Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Clause 3: Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of e presented o th reiden ofthe Uit Stte: and before the Same sl ke EfTec, sl b approved by i, o being dispproved by i shallbe repasse by two i o he Senateand House o Represntaives,acordin o he Rules and
Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bl
Sex

o coneur with Amend; er Bills

s and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Billshall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If

pt on a quastion of

Section. 8.

Clause 1: The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excise
Clause 2: To bormow Money on the credit of the United States;

Clase 3: To regulate Commerce with forcign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

Clause 4 To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United Stats;

Clause 5: To coin Maney, regulate the Value thercof, and of for¢ign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures:

Chuse 6: To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States:

Clause 7: To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

Clause 8: To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;
Clase 9: To constitute Tribunals inferior o the supreme Cout

Cluse 10 o define ud punish i and Felones commited on the high Scas, and Offences against the Law of Nations

Clause 11: To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

Clniae 12: To e and uppor Aris, bt 10 Appropriain of Money 0 that Use hal b for 4 onger Term than to Years

Clause 13: To provide and maintain a Nav

Clause 14: To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the o and vl ores

10 pay the Debis and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States: but all Dutie

s, Iimposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

Chuse 15: To provide for i Milita t0 exceute the Las of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

Clause 16: To provide for organizing, arming, the Milti, and for Partof them as. in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Miltia according to the discipline prescribed

Cltse 17: To oxerciseexchsive Legsltion i allCascd whatsoovr, over such Disrct (nok exeeading 1o Mies quiney a5 sy byCesson ofpotieulas Stats, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the St o th Governmet of he Unied State, and o xcreie ke Authority ver sl Places puichascd by e Conset of he Legistatur of the Sae in which the Same shal be, forthe Erection of Frts, Magazics,
Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings ;A"

Clae 1 To ke 1 Laws whieh shall b necessary and proper for caeying ito Exccution the forzoing Powers, and ll ther Powers vestd by his Constitution i the Government of the Unied Sats, o inany Department or Offcr hercof.

e 1T Mo o Imporatinofsuch Persons aany of he St nowexsting sl hin prope it sl ot b profiicd by te Congres prio 1 th Year e thovsand igh undrd <, bt Tos o oy ey be mposed o such porision, ot
Clause 2: The Privilege of the Wit of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it
Clause 3 No Bill of Attainder o ex post facto Law shall be passed.
Clause 4:No Capiaton, orther dicct, Tax shall be I, nlss in Propotiontthe Consu o Emumration herinbeor divced 1 be taken. (S Note 7)
Clause 5: No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Artiles exported from any
Gl 6 No Prefrcnceahall e gven by any Rezulaion o Commres o Rescne 1 he Pt afone St ver thoseofaother:no sl Vessels bound o, o, an St be ol o e, e, or pay Dutes in another.
Clause 7: No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Reccipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.
Clause §: No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, aceept of any presen, Emolument, Office, or Titk, of any kind whatever, from any King,

ding ten dollars for cach Person.

Princ

. or foreign State
n. 10.

Clnuse 1+ No Sttesall et o any Trety, Alliance, or Conederation; grat Letters of

Clause 2 N

farque and Reprisal; coin Money: emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debs: pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Titke of Nobiliy
el willot the Consntofh Congrs by any st o Dok s o Export, xcop st ey bealtly sy o xcsuin s pction Lavs: S th st Frodcofll s nd s, i by ny S o ngorts o Exports, sl b for e Us ot Toisuraf e Unsd Sats adall L sl b st 0 the Revion and Controuof e Congrss

Clause 3: No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not adit of del
Article. T1.

Clause 1: The exceutive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follow

Clause 2: Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal o the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entiled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.

Clause 3 The Electors shall m s ot b Bl o two Perions,of whort o a st hall ot b an nbitant o e s Sttc withhemclves. A hey sl make a Listoflthe Petos ot o, and o the Number o Ve o sl wich L teysalig nd sty an rnsi st the Scatofthe Goernnrnt o the Unitd St i the Presilent ofhe St The
Prosidentof i Sente sl it Prsenceof th Sente and Hous ofRepesottvs, opn lthe it nd the Vot shll then b countd. The Peron Tvin e grents Number o Vots sl b theBreiden, f such N b Mooty of e wole Number o Bletosapponied; s  ther b oot e who bav sch Moy, andhave ancqul N of Vo, hen e House of Represettives
shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person havs Sl i ke Mannerchuke the Prsidon. Dot husin the Presidnt the Vores sl b ke b Sttc, he Reprsentation fom aeh St paving e Vote & toru fo s urpose bl consit s e or Morhers o v s afhe States. and a oy af
e Statosshll b necesiry 103 Choce. In every Case,afrthe Chotee of e Presient e Peran having he gneatee Nurbe of Votes ofhe Eectors sall bt th Ve Presdnt. But s shouk rmain twoor et who T aqun Vot th Senste sl e om hem by Ballt e Vi Peson. (5ee Nore 3

Clause 4: The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shal be the same throughout the United Stat

Clause 5 No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the Usited States, a the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible 1o the Off Jigible 1o that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States,

Clause 6: In Case of the Removal ofthe President from Office, orof his Death, Resignation, or Inabiliy to discharge the Powers and Dutics of thesaid Office (See Note 9 the Same shall devolve o the VieePresident, and the Congress may by Lav provide fo the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inabilty, both ofthe President and Vie President,declaring what Offcer shallthen act as President, and such Officer
ed, or a President shall be clcted.

eccive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not reccive within that Period any other Emolumen from the United States,
Clause & Befor he eneron fhe Exccution ofhis Oice. he sl ke he folowing Oathor Amation:
ction. 2.

Presiem: netber shall any Person be

rany of them.
do solemaly swear (or affiem) that 1 wil faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and willto the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Canstitution of the United State

The President shall be
Commander 1n Chief of

the Army and Navy of the
United States.

Subject relating to the Duties of their respect

Clause 2 He sl bve P, by and i he Advice and Consentofthe Sene to ke Treren, provide two thieds o he Senators present cancur d he shall nornate. and by and with he Advice an Consen of he Senate, sall appit Ambassador,oher public Ministersand Consuls,Judges of hesupreme Cout, and ll e Offces ofthe Unied Sises, whose Appointments e ot herin othevise provided
4 whichshall b estblished by Law bt he Congoes iy by Law vt the Appoitmentof sich i Offcen, a hey ik proper,nhe Presidetsoe, i he Cours o Lw, o he Headsof Deparinen

chmz m President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting C i

¢ Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Repricves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment,

e il o e ot i o the Congess Information of the St of the Union,and C Measures as he shall 5 expedient; he may, on extra a
Amssadors b il Mistes e hll sk Care it e Laws b Bty et shall Commisionl he Officrs lihe United Saes
ect

s, convene both Houses, o cither of them, and in Case of Disagreement between ther

. with Respect 1o the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think propers he shall re

The Frslen, Vi Presidntand alivil Offer ofh Unid Statc, sl b emoved fom O on peachment o, snd Conitionof,Tressn,Briber. o ter igh Crimes ad Misdranors
Article. T11.

Section. 1.

“The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court and in such inferior Courts s the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall,at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office
Section. 2.

Cluse i The il Poser sl xind 1l Cass i Lvw and ity ariing o this Contiuion the Lavwsofthe Unid s, and Treie made o whichshall b e, et e A ol Cses fecring Anbassados,ather public Miisters 13 Consl ol Cass of iy snd it Jidiion; 4o Contoeri 1o whichthe Unitd Sttssall b  Parti-to Cofoverses bewee (o or
more Stats;-between a it and Citens of nother S (S Not 10)-between Ciien of diffren e, ctween Citiens of the s St liming Lands under Gransofdifret oot betwecna S, orth Cizens e, and foregn St Ciznsor S
s 21l Cosn affecting Anbasadors, ather publie Mt and Comuls. and hose i ich -Ste sl b Pty he supree Cour shal b or Inall the other Cases Sreme Cou bl e sppellne Juisiction, both o fo L and Fac, wihsuh Exceptions and under such Regultons a th Congress shall mske

Gl 3. The Tl e vt i Coes af peacimot, il b by Ty 450 s Tot 4l el 1 St were i < Crmes sl o b e ot e o somted iy St h Tl ek e or Pisce o he Conprnsmy by L e e
Section. 3.

Clause 1: Treason against the United States, shall consistonly in levying Wi

ainst them, or in adhering (o their Enemies, iem Aid and Comfort. No Person shal
Clnns 2: The Congrns sl e P oS e Punmen f oo Pt no Ao of o el vk Corapio o Blood,on Fosttur eepe g th L f e vt e
Article.

Seci

Testimony of two same overt Act, or on Conession in open Court

bl mn nd Credit shall be given in each Stat to the public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings ofevery other State. And the Congress may by gencral Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved. and the Effec thercof

i he e o cach St sl be et o sl Privieges
Clase 2: A Person charged in any State with Treasor

and Immunities of Citizens in the several Stats.

lony, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 1o be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crin

Cloae 3 No P el 1 S f Lubout i on St widr e Lins e, xaping o st <l Consedienc of s Lo o Regon (e, b v o seh So

- or Labour, but shal be delivered up on Claim of the Party 10 whom such Service or Labour may be due. (See Note /1)

Clause 1 New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be formed or erected wihin the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.
Clause 2 The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respeting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall b so construed as o Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular Sta
Se

tion. 4.
“The United States shall

srantee 1o every State i this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect cach of them against Tnvasion

d on Application of the Legislature,or of the thel

domestic Violence.

The Congres, whenever twothirds of boh Houses shall dee i necessary shallpropose Amendanens o this Constiuton, or, o the Application ofthe Legilatures of wo thirds of the several States, shall all a Convention for

i, i eiter s, sl bo vl 0l Foent and Puposs, Pt of iy Contto, e il byt Lghlatss o tres Gt of thesevers s, o by
‘Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior o the Year One thousand Ugu e o s s o Nisnnr ot it nd s Cloio i e i
Article. V

ction of the ; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of ts equal Suffrage n the Senate
Clauso 1 All Dlts comrat and Engngrmnts v s, bl e Adoption of tis Constiution, shall b vldsgint e Uil tte s i Contion, o e the Confdeation,
Clause 2: This Constuion, a the Lavs o the Uit Stats whichshll be made i Pursuance thersof,ad f Traries made, o which sl be made, nde the Athoriyofthe Uried States, sl be thesupeme L of the Lands andthe udges incvry State hall b boud therhy, any Thing inthe Constution r Laws ofany iateto the Contary otittandin
Chuse 3: The Scators nd Reprsctatvesbefos metioned.ad the Menbersof e svera St Legiars, ndall excuiveand Judicial Offcrs, both of i United States and o the severl Staes, shal b bound by Oath o Afrmation o support
.

o bt n rligious et shalleve b requied ¢ a Qualiication o an Offic o puble Trust under he Unitd Sttes.
The Reesion o th Conventions ofsine Sttc, sl be st forthe Establhment o thisConstfuton b he Staes s tfin e Same


http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Amend.html
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